front of the chest, the patient continuing to sit up, the limits of dulness being marked out each time. Variations in the height and form of the dulness resulting from change of position, if present, constitute a Bign of the greatest value, and form an almost absolute proof of the presence of fluid.
Pitres finds : (1) That in small effusions, the patient being seated, the dulness is found at the lateral aspect of the chest in the axillary line, with an almost horizontal upper and a curved lower border. In these small effusions the lateral dulness quite disappears when the patient lies on his back. (2) In effusions of moderate amount, the patient being seated, the upper limit of dulness in front and laterally is a horizontal line. Posteriorly, at a distance of from two to three inches from the vertebral border, the 
